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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742








July 13, 2016







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday,   August 3, 2016.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  President John Grezaffi declared a quorum present, and Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Gerald Alexander


Ascension

Glenn Angelle


Iberia
Pamela Burleigh


St. Landry

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge

Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 
Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Karen Jewell


Iberville

Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin



Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  



Earl Matherne


Assumption



Jody Meche



St. Martin (arrived late)

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Absent: 

 None

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Tony German


CPRA
Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent

William Tyson


Executive Director

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager
Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Analyst

Tiffany Weber


Accounting Specialist
Crissi Canezaro


Accounting Technician 
                                                                    * * * * *
President John Grezaffi asked for public comments.  Hearing none, he continued with the agenda.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander expressed the board’s condolences to President John Grezaffi upon the death of his mother.
                                                                    * * * * *
The minutes of the July 13, 2016 board meeting were reviewed.  Commissioner Glen Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2016 meeting as presented, and to publish the minutes in the official journal. 






        * * * * *

Commissioner Gerald Alexander moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to invite the new commander of the Corps of Engineers and his new staff to come to visit with the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District Board.  








        * * * * *

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held on Wednesday, July 20, 2016, at 4:00 p.m. at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Harry Marionneaux called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Harry Marionneaux, Chairman

Karen Jewell, 2nd Vice Chairman

Moise LeBlanc, Member 

Earl Matherne, Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chair

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chair

Absent: 

Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman 

Also Present: 

Commissioner Gerald Alexander

Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Nickie Rockforte

Layne Orillion, Citizen

James Orillion, Citizen

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Tiffany Weber, Accounting Specialist

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

1. Discuss Whitewing Oil and Shelf Energy – Levee Board Attorney Steve Marionneaux advised the board that this issue relates to Whitewing Oil Co., that sold their assets to Shelf Energy Co.  We leased property to Whitewing Oil in 2002, and production started soon after.  In 1997, the state Legislature reconfigured the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District and the South Lafourche Levee District to reconfigure their boundaries.  They removed all lands in Lafourche Parish from the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, and placed them in the South Lafourche Levee District.  This lease was located in Lafourche Parish.  

The company continued to pay us royalties, though the royalties should have been paid to South Lafourche Levee District.  They carried dual leases with both levee districts during this time.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux stated we need to return the funds, since this was probably unjust enrichment, and there is a former legal precedent that addressed this same situation.  The total amount received from the lease was approximately $140,000.  Mr. Tyson recommended following our attorney’s recommendation, contacting all parties, and returning the moneys to the production company to let them send it to the appropriate party.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to follow our legal counsel’s advice to return the money.  

2. Discuss gate permit from James and Ed Orillion:  President John Grezaffi said he met with the Orillions, and he feels they have a situation that warrants receiving a gate permit.  Mr. Orillion addressed the committee.  He reported damage to his land and lost cattle from people using the levee road on their land as a short cut, creating excessive traffic.  He said he has talked with his neighbors, and will provide a key to those who wish to have a key to the gate.  Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Bill Flynn and unanimously carried to approve the gate permit request.

3. Personnel Matter - Mrs. Janice Jarreau asked the committee to approve a request to reallocate Thomas Bergeron from Mobile Equipment Operator 1 to Mobile Equipment Operator 2, effective August 31, 2016.  Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve the personnel request.

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Earle Matherne and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Harry Marionneaux, Chairman


/s/Karen Jewell, 2nd Vice Chairman

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Member



/s/Earl Matherne, Member

/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman 


/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman

Mr. Will Tyson reviewed the details of the Whitewing Oil and Shelf Energy matter that was discussed at the Executive Committee meeting.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux advised the board that since this property was removed by the Legislature from the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District and placed within the South Lafouche District, he feels we will have to pay the money back that was collected since 2002.  He recommended we contact Whitewing and Shelf Energy and arrange to settle the matter.  Commissioner Bill Flynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to authorize Mr. Steve Marionneaux and Mr. Will Tyson to negotiate further on this matter and report back to the board for a final decision.  
Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Pamela Burleigh and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting on July 20, 2016 as presented. 





        * * * * *

Mr. Tony German of CPRA addressed the board.  He advised the board that they are now trying to get settled at their new office building.  






        * * * * *

Mr. Will Tyson reported that the Low Water Inspection will be held August 18, 2016.  He informed the board that if members wish to attend, they should contact our office.  President John Grezaffi encouraged new members to attend.






        * * * * *

Mr. Steve Marionneaux reported that is reference to the temporary right of entry for Pointe Coupee Parish soil borings, he finished the draft today and he will see that it is taken care of.  






        * * * * *

There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.
____________________________________           ____________________________________

Janice Jarreau, Secretary


           John Grezaffi, President

____________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer 
An Equal Opportunity Employer

